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; HERE never was any Law, 
Human or Divine; nor any 
| Principle of Common Rea- 


ſon and Philoſophy , which hath 
| been more univerſally Reccived. and 
| Acknowledged , than that Aphoriſm 
| A 3 of 


” yu , 
Ne FE <"9Y 


OO 


Sus 14 at 4. 


The Golden UBule. 


of our Saviours , which he delivers 
Matt.7.12. Whatſoever ye would that 
Men ſhould do unto you , do ye even 
fo unto them. Tt hath been Admir'd 
both by Jews and Gentils, as well as 
Chriſtians: Amongſt the former , it 
was the Cognizance of the greateſt 
and moſt eminent Se& or Party of 
them ,. viz. the School of Hillel. 


Amongſt the latter, It is well known | 


that Severus (one of the Beſt and 


Wiicſt of the Roman Emperours ) | 


was {o taken with it, that He not 
only had this Saying frequently in 


his Mouth, but cauſed it to be Inſcri- 


bed as his Motto upon his Banners. 
In a word, It is a Maxim ſubſcribed 
to and owned by the Men of all 
Ages, Countries, Sets, Qualitics,and 
Conditions; for indeed (as we ſhall 


{ce Anon ) the Reaſon of it is as | 


clcar as the Light, the Date of it 1s 
as Ancient as Mankind , and its 
Obligation as Indiſſoluble as the 
very Frame of Nature. 


Beſides : 
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Beſides all this, It is evident at 
the firſt Bluſh , that there neither is, 
nor ever was , any Precept of any 
Religion or Inſtitution whatſoever, 
which was or could be more exaaly 
| "Calculated for the Improving of the 
| State of Mankind, or for the Main: 
taining of Juſtice and Equity , 
Peace and Love in the World, than 
this is. 


It may juſtly ſeem a Wonder 
therefore how it ſhould come to 
paſs, that fo little Fruit ſhould 
grow from {o pregnant a Root! 
And that when all Men {ſo unani- 
mouſly pretend to ſuch a common 
Principle of Equity , there ſhould 
notwithſtanding be ſo much Un- 
caſineſs, and ſo many Cemplaints 
in the World; ſuch Frauds and 
Injuſtice , Oppreſiions and Perſecu- 
tions ; and ſuch mutual Accuſations 
and Recriminations. And to Aſſoil 
this Difficulty, one muſt of neceſſity 
cither paſs a very ſeyere Cenſure 
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upon a great part of Mankind, as 
ating inconſiſtently with them- 
ſelves, and contradifting their A- 
vowed Principles by their Practices ; 
or c!{e on the other ſide, one muſt 
{uppoſc that as great a Party of Men 
as the former, do not underſtand 
this Common Rule, or have not 
conſidered the Force and Obligation 
of it 


Now the latter of theſe being the 
more Charitable ConjeQuure of rhe 
two, it will be the more allowable 
to tay the Blame of the Miſcarriage 
there: However, I will endeavour 
(as far as I am able) to apply a 
Remedy to both in this preſent 
Paper ; Whercin my deſign is, to 


give a bricf and plain Expoſition of | 
this great Law of Nature , and of | 


the Goſpel. And alchough a Dif- | 


courſe of this Nature may ſcem 
2 little out of Faſhion, and Alien 
ro the humor of the preſent Times ; 
yet (beſides that I hope the Brevity 
may in ſome meaſure Atrone = 
the 
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the Unfaſhionableneſs) I am per- 
ſwaded that ( all things duly conſi- 
dered ) there is hardly any thing 
elſe (which may be comprized in ſo 
little Room ) can be done more 
ſeaſonably for the Age we live in, 
or whereby one can expreſs more 
good Will to. all Mankind in ge- 
neral. 


Therefore 1 will proceed in this 
4 Mcthod : 


x. I will plainly lay open the ge- 
nuine Meaning of this Rule. 


2. I will ſhew the Natural and 
Univerſal Equity of it. 


3. I will deſcribe the juſt Bounds - 
and Limits of its Obligation. 


4. I will ſpeeifie ſome of the 
Caſes which it Over-rules and 
Determines. 


And 
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And then Laſtly, For a Conclu- 


ſion, I will repreſentthe napp) | 


Effets and Advantages os 
ving and Acting accordingly. 


i. For the Explication of this | 


Rule. 


Towards the underſtanding of 


this Aphoriſm, there is nothing more 
requiſite to be ſuppoſed, than (thar 
which cannot be doubred or denyed, 


namely,) That there is ſuch a Prin- ' 
ciple in us as Self- Love. And this . 
(conſidered in ir ſelf) is not only | 


innocent and allowable , bur uſeful 
and neceſfary : For it is not the Iſſue 


of the Corruption and Depravation * 


of our Nature, but implented in us 


by our Creator for great and wile 
Purpoſes , partly to be a Guard and ! 


Prefervative of our Beings; partly 
to {weeten our Lives to us; but 
principally ro be the Foundztion of 


all his Laws, or at leaſt the great ' 
Engine by which He moves and * 
governs | 
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governs us. For by this Handle of 
our Self-Love God Almighty takes 
{ hold of us; by this Helm he turns 
; us about agreeably ro his own 
7 Deſigns : For it is evident, that if 
! we had no delight in our Selves, no 
tenderneſs for our own Concerns, it 
would be to no effect to propound 
7 Laws to us, and to back them 
;# with the Threatnings and Promiſes 
# of Rewards and Puniſhments ; and 
conſequently it would be only in 
7 the Power of the Almighty to de- 


In- 7 ſtroy us, (if he pleaſed) but impol- 


7 ſible to govern us. 


Now that which is peculiar to 
the Caſe in hand is this, That 
whereas in all other Inſtances of 
7 our Duty towards GOD, this 
! Principle of Self-Love is ( as 1 ſaid 
7 before) only an Hank upon us, or 
the Motive of our Obedience. 
Now here in this Law of Loving 
our Neighbour, it is not only the 
Motive, but the Rule and Meaſure 
2 allo of our Duty. So that hereby 
: wc 
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we have a ready Way to reſolve 
our Selyes of the Manner of our 
Carriage, and all our Actions to- 
wards others. For GOD having 
made it our Duty in the General, 
to Love our Neighbour as our Self; 
there is then no more to be done, 
but ro turn our Eye inward, and 
conſult that V/rim and Thummim in 
our own Breaſts, and we are pre- 
ſently inſtructed in all the Parti- 
culars of thar Duty. Neither is 


our Selves to conſult Books or Phi- 
loſophers, or Lawyers or Caſuiſts , 
having a ſtanding Oracle in our ewn 
Boſoms , which will as certainly 
determine us. 


This is a Standard which can 
ncver fail us, till we Deſcrt or can | 
Hate our Sclves, which is impol- } 
{ible. | 


And 


there any need we ſhould trouble F 
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! And it is a full and ſufficient 

Standard too ; for no Man, will be 
Niggardly toward himſelf , and if I 
give other Men the ſame Meaſure 
I uſe ro my Self, there can be no 
cauſe of Complaint. 


And it is as cafie and plain, and 
ready at hand, as it is full and 
certain; for it is bur turning the 
\ Tables , and ſuppoſing my .Caſe to 
be my Neighbours, or his te be 
Mine, and my Way is plain before 
| me. It is poſſible T may Envy 
my Neighbour, and that may tempt 
; me to give a wrong Juagment; 
but then do but change the Scales, 
and put Him in my place aud my 
Self in his, and I cannot but be 
impartial: For though I have a 
Prejudice againſt Him , I have none 
againſt my Self. ſr is poſlible allo, 
That my Neighbour may be greedy, 
and unreaſonably deſire of me more 
than is fit; but to decide the Point, 
let me but put my ſelf in his ſtead, 


and 
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and bethink my ſelf what I ſhould 
judge then equal for me to deſire 
of Him; and ſo much and no more 
is due from Me ro Him. More- 
over, when Men are in Proſperity, 
there is nothing more common than 
for ſuch ro Contemn and Brow- 
beat thoſe that are in Adverlity ; 
and on the other ſide, it is as ordi- 
nary for Men in Adverſity to Envy 
and Malign, and Cenſure thole in 
Proſperity. Now to diſcover the 
Evil of both theſe, and withal to 
gain to our Selves a Rule of our 
Carriage in cither Caſe, let the 
Tables be turned, and for the preſent 
ſuppoſe the Rich Man to be the 
Poor Man, and the Poor Man 
to become the Rich, and then 
we ſhall ſee what is fit on: both 
ſides. For molt certainly , if this 
Rich Man was put in the Scale of 
the Poor, he would think it very 
hard to be deſpiſed meerly becauſe 
he is Poor, and to have his Cala- 
mity imputed to him as his Crime, 
or his Folly; bur would think it 
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Juſt (for all that difference of Con- 
dition) that he ſhould be kindly and 
humanly Treated in his Adverlſity. 
On the other ſide , Put the Poor 
Man into the Rich Mans place and 
he would afſuredly think, thar 
though a Man is not always the 


| wiſer or better Man for being Rich ; 


yet there is ſome Reſpect due to his 
Place and Quality, and he would 
net think he deſerved to be called 
a Proud Man meerly for keeping 
up his Port and Character ; an 
thus both Parties judge right and 
{peak Truth in their own Cale, that 
could not diſcern it in anothers. 


| And thus we ſee the uſe of an 


Appeal to this Principle of Se/f- 
Love, and that in fo doing we have 
a Chancery and Courr of Equity 


Sin our own Boſoms. And fo we 


have the meaning of this Rule , 
which was the firſt thing pro- 


pounded. * 
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2. Now Secondly, For the Equity : 
and Natural Obligation of this 


Rule. 


This will appear upon a double ' 
Account, wiz. partly from the | 
actual Equality of Nature in all } 
Men, and partly from the Poſſi- | 


bility and Probability of Equality 


of Condition in all Men, one time: 


or other. 


Firſt, It is naturally fit and rea- ! 
ſonable , that we ſhould carry an 
Even hand between our (elves and 


other Men, and Love our Neighbour 
as our Self, foraſmuch as he is pro- 
perly as our ſelf, there being an 


atual Equalicy of Nature in all! 


Men : For whatſoever difference 


there may happen to be in mens; 
outward Circumſtances, all That is 


bur Accidental, and when they are 
conſidered as diyeſted of thoſe 


Circumſtances, they are all ſubſtan-* 
tially alike. All have the ſame! 
Creator, | 
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Creator , and ſtand in the ſame 
Relation to God ; all Mens Bo- 
dies were made our of the ſame 
Earth , and ( as it were )) caſt in 
the ſame Mold; they are all born 
alike, and dyc alike: And fot 
their Souls, they arc equal too, all 
have the fame” Divine Image up- 
on them, the fame Faculties, and 
Reaſon is the ſame throughout the 
World. Conſequently of this they 
are all common Citizens of the 
World , and ( as to Nature ) have 
an equal ſhare in ir. Now 
nal ws equalia tribuere , to deal 
alike berween thoſe that are equal 
in themſelves , is a firſt Principle 
of Reaſon in ' all Mankind , and 
therefore to deal by our Neigh- 
bour as we would be dealt by 
our ſelves, is an univerſal and in- 


Ciſpenſable Law of Juſtice. 


Secondly, There is a poſlibility, 
if not a probability of the equa- 
lity of all mens Conditions and 

B Cir- 
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Circumſtances one time or other ; 
he that is now rich may be poor, 
and he that is poor may be- 
come rich; the Man of Dignity 
and Power may be depreſſed , 
and the mean Man may be ex- 
alred ; and ſuch Changes are fo 
frequent , that he muſt be prodi- 
giouſly vain and ſtupid, thar doth 
not apprehend it may be his own 
Caſe at one time or other ; and 
if he be apprehenſive of ſuch a 
viciſſirude of things , he will have 
all the reaſon in the World to 
provide for it accordingly, that is, 
if he now be on the advantage 


Ground , he will yet be humble, | 


and modeſt , and merciful towards 
his Inferiours,, and thoſe in Ad- 
verſity : And if he be now ar 
the bottom, he will hope his 
Condition may mend, and in the 
mean time think ſuch thoughts of 


thofe aboye him , as he would be | 
willing ſhould be entertained con- © 
cerning himſelf when the tyde is * 


turned. 
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turned. And he that doth not fo, 
is neither juſt for the preſent, 
nor provident for the furure ; for 
he hath no certain meaſure of 
his Actions, but goes by a Rule 
now, which he would be loath to 
ſtand to at another time. And ſo 
much for that; I proceed to ſhew 


3. The juſt Bounds and Limits of 
this Axiom, 


However cafie and expedite this 
Rule may ſeem to be ( by what 
we have hitherto ſaid ) yet it is 
notoriouſly certain , That there are 
very great and frequent Miſtakes 
in the Application of it , whilſt 
ſome take it in ſo large a ſenſe 
as to ſuperſede all other Laws, 
both Humane and Divine, by it; 
and others as much reſtraining 
and ſtraitening the Scope of it, 
make it indeed no Rule at all, 
but a bare Saying to ſerve a 
turn by now and then. There- 

B 2 fore 
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fore 1 think ir neceſſary, before 
I proceed in the Deduction of 
Practical Conſequences from this 
Axiom , to lay down the follow- 
ing Particulars for the more tull 
Explication of it. And 


Firſt, It is to be conſidered , 


That this Rule or Aphorilm be- 


fore us, 1s only intended for the 
Government of our Actions to- 
wards Men, not for a Meaſure 
of Religion ( properly fo - called ) 
or of our Carriage towards God. 
For he being infinite in all Per- 
ſetions, there is nothing in us 
that we can appeal to as a Mea- 
fure of what is due towards 
him. Neither is it enough for us 
ro love God as we love our 
ſelves, for he being infinitely ber- 
ter than our ſelves, it is conſe- 
quently our duty to loye him 
better than we loye our fclves , 


namely with all our heart, and 
ſoul, and ſtrength; and it more 


than 
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than that was poſlible to be per- 
formed by us, it would be due 
to him accordingly. But now it 
is ſufficient that I love my Neigh- 
bour as my ſelf, becauſe ( as I 
have ſhewed ) he is like my ſelf, 
or a kind of ſecond ſelf, and it 
would be a kind of Injuſtice to 
love him better than my felt , 
becauſe then I do not @qualibus 


equalia tribuere. And conſequent- 


ly I cannot be naturally bound 
to dye for my Neighbour , be- 
cauſe this ſuppoſes that I ought 
to love him better than my elf. 
But on the other ſide, I am 
bound ( if occaſion be, and when 
God's Honour requires it) to dyc 
for God , becauſe he is infinitely 
better than my ſelf , and there- 
fore is to be preferr'd before my 
Lite , or whatſoever elle is dear- 
eſt ro me. 
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This 1 think is plain enough , 
and needed not to have been faid 
here, but for the ſake of ſome 
conceired Moraliſls -( as they love 
to be called ) who ſhrink up all 
Religion into this one Precept of 
doing as they would be done unto; 
as if this was not only the 
whole Decalogue , bur their Creed 
and Pater noſter too. And for 
countenance of this abſurd Per- 
ſwaſion , they inſiſt upon thoſe 
words which our Saviour adds 
as an Encomium of the Maxim 
aforeſaid, For this is the Law and 
the Prophets, as it this one Say- 
ing comprehended the whole Do- 
Qrine of the Old and New Teſta- 
menr. 


Bur it is very plain that thoſe 
latter words of our Saviour ouge 
not, nor can þc ſo loofly under- 
ſtood ; for ro imagine him to. aſ- 
ſerr that this one great Maxim 
expreſt the whole Duty of Man, 

is 
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is to ſuppoſe him ro make void 
all Divine Revelation , and to rake 
away all neceſſity either of Old 
or New Teſtament , foraſmuch as 
this Rule is clear enough of it 
ſelf by the meer Light of Na- 
ture, and accordingly hath bcen 
acknowledged by thoſe rhat ne- 
yer had any other Light to guide 
them, as we have intimated al- 


ready. 


Beſides, Man is not our only 
Correlative, but we ſtand in 
Relation to a God that made us, 
as well as to Man that is made 
like us, and therefore the great- 
eſt and higheſt part of our Duty 
reſults from that higher Relation, 
and thoſe greater Obligations we 
have upon us towards God , than 
rowards one another. In Con- 
templation of which a Heathen 
could ſay , Quid alind oft Pietas 
quam Trſtitia adverſus Deos ; that 
Piety is Juſtice, and that negle&t 
B 4 of 
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of Religious obſervance of the Di- 
vine Majeſty is as manifeſt Inju- 
ſtice towards him, as any in- 
{tance of Fraud or Violence to- 
wards our Neighbour can amount 
unto. 


The meaning therefore of our 
Saviour in thoſe additional words, 
This is the Law and the Frophets, 
can be no morc bur this, wv/z. 
That the Rule aforeſaid is the 
ſum of the Second Table of the 
Law, and of the Expoſitions and 
Paraphraſcs of the Prophets upon 
it. For accordingly we obſerve 
in a parallel place, Math. 22.36. 
when a Lawyer asks this Queſti- 
on, Maſter, which ts the great 
Commandment of the Law: Our 
Saviour anſwers, Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with afl thy 
Heart , and with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Mind; this is the 
firſt and great Commandment : And 
the ſecond 1s like unto it, namely , 
7 hou 
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Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf : And then adds, On theſe 
two hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phets. Where we ſee, beyond all 
diſpute, that the whole Model of 
our Duty , nor the intire deſign 
of the Law and Prophets , is nor 
comprized in one of theſe Rules , 
but in both together. 


Secondly, It is further confide- 
rable, That even in relation to 
our Neighbour, and in the con- 
duct and government of our Actions 
towards Men, this Maxim is ra- 
2 ther to be looked upon as a Mea- 
ſure than a Law properly ſo cal- 
led: My meaning is, That the uſe 
of it is rather to preſcribe to us 
how much we ſhould do, than 
what we ſhould do, or as that 
which rather determines the pro- 
portion of our Actions, than ju- 
ſtifies the matter of them. To 
2 ſpeak more plainly yer, (if ir be 
3 poſſible) I ſay rhis Rule is in- 
tended 
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tended principally to *diret us 


what Meaſures we are to take, 


and what Proportion to obſerve, 
in the Diſcharge of ſuch an AQi- 
en towards our Neighbour, where 
and when the Action or Thing 
it ſelf in the general is already 
known to be certainly lawful; 
not for a Law properly to war- 
rant the thing 'we are about , 
whatfocver it is. For if it was 
otherwiſe , a common Drunkard 
might juſtifie his indeavour of de- 
bauching other Men into that 
bealtly Vice, under this pretence, 
That he doth - nothing in that 
caſe, but what he is content 
ſhould be done to himſelf. And 
the Laſcivious perſon, fo he might 
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be allowed to detfile his Neighbours | 
Bed, would perhaps be content | 


another ſhould do as much for | 


him. And no queſtion bur a dex- 


terous Cheat would allow others | 
to cheat him if they could , pro- | 


vided he might exerciſe his Ta- | 
lent | 
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| {ent that Way without controle. 


Therefore (as I faid) this Ax- 


” jom doth not priyiledge evil A- 
* Rions, no nor {o much as deter- 
mine any Action to be good meer- 
? ly upon the reciprocal inclination 
7 of mens minds. For this were at 
” once to repeal all the Laws of 


God and Man , and under pre- 


' rence of making every man a 
{ Law to himſelf, ro make him ab- 


ſolutely lawleſs : But ir only pre- 
{cribes the meaſure of our Acti- 
ons in materia licita & honeſta. 


For example; Suppoſe I am in 


deliberation with my ſelf, how I 
| ought to carry my ſelf towards 
| my poor Brother in his Adverlity, 
* and what Relief 1 am bound to 
* give him , or how far I ought to 
ſtrain my ſelf in his Caſe. Here 
' now I am certain that the thing 


[ deliberate about is lawful a 


good in the genergl 5 and then 
this 
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this Rule comes ſeaſonably in for -| 
my direction in the mcaſure of 
my Performance, wvz. It tells -me | 
that TI am to deal by that poor | 
man , juſt as I would be dealt } 
with by him , if his Caſe were *! 
mine, and mine were his. Bur | 
now on the other ſide , Suppoſe | 
the thing I am deliberating abour, | 
be the retaliating of an Injury , 
or the revenging my ſelf upon 
him that hath done me wrong ; 
Here now I muſt firſt {ce a Law ' 
juſtifying me in revenging my | 
ſelf, before I can reſolve my ſelf | 
of the meaſure of Revenge which | 
I am to take. For it will not be 
a fafficiene Warrant to me, that | 
I intend to procecd equitably , or 
that I will do by that 'man only 
juſt as in like Caſe 1 would | 


be content to be done unto. But | © 
I muſt firft be ſure that it is Þ * 
lawful for me to revenge my ſelf, þ © 
and that 1 do not break another || | 
Law , ufurping God's Prerogative, | : 


who | 
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who hath told us Yengeance 35 
hs. 


Thirdly , Moreover it this Buſi- 


: neſs be well conſidered , we 1hall 


find that this Maxim is not ab- 
ſolutely a Rule i» materia licita 


| & honeſta neither , but only z# re 
Y debitg, My meaning is, Thar 
* to apply this Maxim to its pe- 
culiar uſe and intent, we mult 
4 not only be fatisfied antecedent- 
} ly , that the Matter of the Adti- 
* on We are abour be in it ſelf 
| lawful, ( without which we have 
ſeen already that fo do as we 
p a6 


would be by will not bear 


| us out) but it is alſo required 


that that very Meaſure of that 
Thing or Action which this Rule 


| obliges me to obſerve towards 
| my Neighbour, be ſuch asI ſhould 
| think was due and of right be- 


longing to me, if the Caſe was 


mine, as it is now another mans. 
# For I am not bound to do to an- 


other 
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other all that which it is law- | 


ful for him to do to me, no, ft 
nor all that which I could wiſh F_ 


he ſhould do to me ; nor on the 


other ſide am I bound to refrain | 
from doing to him that which | 
T could heartily wiſh he ſhould ? 
refrain from doing to me; but * 


my Obligation trom this Rule 3 


principally lies in this, that I 
both do , or refrain from doing 
(reſpeRively) towards him, all that 
which (turning the Tables and then 
conſulting my own Heart and 
Conſcience ) I ſhould think that 
Neighbour of mine bound to do, 
or to refrain from doing towards 
me in the like Caſe. 


As for Example; If I was in 


extreme Poverty , when my _— 7 


bour was -in as great 


ence and Proſperity , no doubt || 


but I ſhould be cafily tempted | 


to wiſh, That he our of his A- 


bundance ſhould not only rc- 


lieve ; 


yen Es nia +03 O.- + 
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* lieve my preſent and urgent Ne- 
* ceſlity, or ſupply me from 


Hand to Mouth (as we fay) but 
alſo that he ſhould pour our his 


; Surpluſage upon me, and once for 
2 all by a great Effort of Charity, 


put me quite out of my diſtreſ- 


{ed Condition. This » 1 ay, 1 


could wiſh in my own Caſe ; and 
there is no doubt but that it is 
in it ſelf lawful for ſuch a Rich 
man as aforeſaid , ſo to do if he 
pleaſes ; yer for all this I cannot 
think him bound fo to do, or 
that he ſins if he doth not fo; 
for I cannot find that if the Ta- 


| bles were turned, I ſhould think 
2 it to be a ſin in my ſelf not to 
* do ſo by him; and therefore it 


” cannot be a Duty in him to do 


lo by me. 


Again , It may be I could wiſh 
that ſome Laws of the Land were 


| more accommodate” to my conve- 


nience , and it is poſlible the Law- 
maker 
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maker might have contrived things 
more for my convenience, with- *' 
out any fin or fault on his part ; | 
yet ſo long as thoſe Laws are | 
juſt in themſelves , and ſuited ro 
the Publick Good, I cannotthink 
ir the Duty of the Supreme Ma- | 
viſtrate ſo far ro conſult my parti- | 
cular Intereſt ; for (turning the Ta- ' 
bles) I ſhould not have rhought ir | 
to have been my own Duty in 
ſuch a Caſe, therefore I ought in 
that Caſe not to complain , but * 
in all reaſon to ſubmit my pri- | 


vate Intereſt to that of the Pub- | 
lick. ; 


I will give one Example more 

( becauſe this Point is a little 
obſcure and difficult ro be right- 
ly explained otherwiſe than by | 
Inſtances). It is certain that a- | 
ny Man would be loath to be | 
put to death as a Malcfator , | 
whatever the Caſe or his Deme- | 
rit ſhall be: And I think I may | 
take | 


be ; 
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take it for granted that there are 
ſeveral Caſes wherein the Prince 
or Supreme Magiſtrate may par- 
don if | he pleaſe, though the 
Malefactor juſtly deſerve Death ; 
Now ſure it would be very ab- 
ſurd to conclude from hence, 
that therefore he ought to pardon 
me in ſuch a Caſe, or to fay 
that he is cruel in putting me 
to death, which I have other- 
wiſe deſerved : For though I could 
wiſh for a Pardon, and he hath 
it in his power to give it me, 
yet it will not follow that he fins 
if he do not; for my own Heart 
doth not tell me that I was bound 
to do ſo in the like Caſe; and 
therefore if I make the ſame Mea- 
ſure ' ſerve for both Parties, I 


} cannot ( according to the Rule 
before us) pronounce that he ought 


to do o. 
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Not therefore whatſoever | 
could honeſtly enough wiſh for 
at the hands of my Neighbour, 
nor every thing that it is lawful 
for him to do , is neceſſary ro 
be done to me, but only thar 
which I .can rcaſonably judge 
{ turning the Tables that fo I may 
be impartial) to be the Duty of 
my Neighbour towards me , and 
that becauſe 1 ſhould think it ro 


be my Duty towards him in the [ 


like Caſe, that is to be the Mea- 
fure of my Expcfations from 
him, and I may juſtly challenge 
that, and no more from him , 
upon this Rule of Equity. 


Thus much hath been faid hi- 
cherto, to prevent the ſtraining 
of this Rule beyond the true rea 


lon and inter of it. Now to | 


provide againſt, the like Miſtakes 
on the other hend , and to give it 
its true Scope and Latitude, I add 
ewo Particulars more, vz. 

Feurth- 
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Fourthly then , It is to be con- 
ſidered, Thac as all men are <e- 
qual in Nature (as we fſhewed 
b:fore ) and conſequently whatlo- 
ever Treatment is due to one 
Man, muſt be fo to another; 
Therefore this ſame Rule is to 
oovern all Men in all their Ati: 
ons and Intercourſe one with an- 


© other, without partiality or re- 


Þ fſp2& of Perſons, of what Condici- 


on or Quality ſoever they be. 
* For this is a Rule, not an Advice 
only , not a Thing which we may 
{ do well to oblerve , but matter of 


5.2 EN 


Iaw and Duty upon all Men. 
And therefore the Prince is obli- 
ged by it as well as Private men; 
for this being founded%in prima- 
ry Nature, is antecedent to all 
the ſeveral Ranks and Diſtindti- 


” ons of Men. 77: is a Rule between 


Men of ſeyeral Countries and Do- 
minions, as well as between 
Neighbours ; for our Saviour 

G2 hath 


Th: Goldcn Uuk, 
hath ſhewed us that all Mankind 
are to be eſlcemed our Neigh- 


bours. 7? is to be obſerved be- 
tween Men of ſcyecral Religions , 


as well as thoſe that are of the |! 


lame way of Worlhip ; nay the 
ſame equitable Carriage is due to 
the Men of the moſt abject and 


ſenſleſs Opinions , as to thole of . 


the trueſt and moſt cxcellent Pro- 
feiſion; for Mens weakneſs and 
folly (or whatever we impute 
their Ercours to) deſtroys not 
their Natural Right to an equita- 


ble uſage. 


It is true amongſt the People 
of the Fews, there was an Ex- 


#5 Sa” 5 


ception in this Caſe, and they | 
were not bound to do to all Men | 


as they would be done unto ; for 


God (by a peculiar Diſpenlati- | 
on having condemned the Seven | 


Nations to utter Deſtruction, had 
exempted them from the com- 


mon Priviledges of Mankind: And | 
beſides, | 


Tic Golden Rule. 


beſides his Divine Wiſdom ( ha- 
ving a deſign to ſeparate the Peo- 
ple of rhe Jews from all Nations 
of the Earth) not only inſtituted 
peculiar Rites for the diſtin@ion 
of this People from all others , 
but alſo (in purſuance of that 
end) allowed and required they 
ſhould in ſome reſpet, treat 
all other People as Strangers. 
But when our Saviour came, that 
Wall of Partition was pulled 


/ down , and -all the World were 


made one People; and from that 
time eſpecially this Rule -of Uni- 
verſal Equity takes place without 
Exception. And now no Man 
can be ſo inconſiderable, or of fo 
deſpicable a Condition, but he 
hath an Intereſt in the Common 
Charity of Chriſtians : No Man fo 
remote from us in his Country 
or Habiration, or ſo different 
from us in Opinion , or®ſo illy 
in his Underſtanding , or ſo vi- 
tious in his Manners, or fo ill 
C 3 tem- 
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« 
temper'd for his Nature, but there 
i5 a common Tye of Equity be- 
rween us and him, which no mil- 
carriage of his can forfeit, nor a- 
ny Power on Earth can diſpenſe 
with. And therefore thoſe that 
now confine Equity and Juſtice , 
and Charity to a Party, that 
imagine they can do no Wrong 
to a Diſſcnter, that fancy no Faith 
is to be kept with Hereticks, or 
the like, they revive the very 
Dregs of Judaiſm, and utterly de- 
ſtroy the great Deſign of Chriſti- 
anity , whilſt they are ignorantly 
zcalous of their own Opinions. 


Fifthly and Laſtly , It is to be 
obſerved, That this Paſſage of our 
Saviour's was not intended fo 
much to be a Rule of Retribution 
or Requital , as of Kindncſs and 
primary Obligation. For it is not 
laid, D&®to other Men as they do 
or have done to you; but as ye 


would they ſhould do to you: That is, 


: "+ TIO 
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As if our Saviour had ſaid,l would 
have my Diſciples ſo prompr, and 
ſo inclined ro good Offices to- 
wards each other, that I would 
not have them ſtay till an Obli- 
gation is laid upon them , and 
chat then they ſhould requite it 
with the like: But I would have 
Chriſtians anticipate , begin , and 
be an Example of Kindneſs to 
one another, or to make Prece- 
dents and Inſtances of Beneficence 
where they find none, and ſo 
bring the World to be better na- 
tured. In a word, To do that to 
others in the firſt place , which they 
would be glad to receive from 0- 
thers in the ſecond place. This, 
(I take it) is to interpret this 
Rule properly in an Evangelical 
Senſe ; for this is the peculiar Spi- 
rit of the Goſpel,to, oblige the Pro- 
feſlors of ir ro be the Salt of 
the Earth, the Light of the 
World , and the firſt Movers in 


every good thing. And ta that 


C 4 pur- 
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purpoſe ir requires We ſhould love 
our Enemies , do good to them that 
hate us and perſecute us. Not to 
be overcome of Evil , but to over- 
come Evil with Good ; 1. e.by Kind- 
neſs and Beneficence to melt Men 
into good Nature : Which I think 
is the meaning of that Phraſe of 
the Apoſtle , who tells us, by fo 
doing We ſhall heap Coals of Fire 
on their Heads. 


It is a brutiſh thing to think 
our ſelves licenſed ro do Evil to 
others, becauſe they have done fo 
ro us. It is a Phariſaical thing to 
do Good only in proportion to 
what is done to us ; and it is a 
ſelfiſh ſtingy thing ro do ir up- 
on. that Motive , and in Expecta- 
tion that it may bz ſo done to us; 
but the temper of a Chriſtian is to 
do good without invitation or provo- 
cation from the meer Benignity 
of his. Nature , and out of meer 
Love of Beneficence ; and _ 

or 
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for the proportion of that Benefi- 


cence, that is to be fo great, as 
what we would gladly meet with 
from others, if the Caſe was alter'd. 


4. I come now, as the fourth 
part of this ſhort Diſcourſe , 
to ſpecifie ſome of the prin- 
cipal Caſes which this Axiom 
(ſo interpreted as aforeſaid) 
will over-rule and determine , 
and conſequently to ſhew of 
what great 5 ba it will be 
upon Fluman Afairs , if it be 
applyed accordingly. 


And indeed the Uſe of this 
Rule is ſo general, and the Oc- 
caſions of having recourſe to it , 
are ſo frequent , rhat Experience 
only can moſt effefually thew rhe 
Importance of ir. However, Sincc 
| am obliged to inſtance in ſome 
Particulars, I will ſpecifie theſe 
following (as they come- ro my 
thoughts ) withour being over 
Carc- 
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careful of the Order in which I | 


ſet them down. 


Firſt , The attending to this one | 


Rule before us, would in a great 
meaſure preyent the Wars and 
Bloodſhed thar are in the World , 
and therewithal would hinder that 
- Cruelty and Rapine, thoſe Deſola- 
tions of Countries, and Conyulſi- 
ons of Kingdoms , which are not 
more the Infelicitics, than the 
Shame and Reproach of Mankind. 
And which almoſt as much take 
away the diſtintion between Man 
and Beaſt, as they deſtroy the 
Ride and Comtort of Human 
Lite. 


I know the common” pretence 
for War is, That between Sove- 
raign Princes and States , there are 
no Common Tribunals ro decide 
the Controverſies, and therefore 
it is ſaid there is a Neceſſity of 
Appealing to the great Soveraign 
of 
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of the World, The Lord of Hoſts. 


Bur is there no ſuch thing as a 
Court of Conſcience or Common 
Equity > Is there no Common 
Law of Reaſon? Are there no 
General Bonds of Human Socie- 
ty? Is there no ſuch Univerſal 
Rule, as to do as we would be 


done by : 


If there be none, then the ' 
Sword may Ravage the World , 
Tuſque datum ſcelerj, and the great- 
eſt Force hath the beſt Caule. 


But if there be (as we have ſhew- 


ed there is) then the conſiderati- 
on of it, and application to it , 
might end Diſputes without the 
Umpirage of the Sword ; for then 
Princes will be concerned jn it as 
well as Subjets; foraſmuch as 
when they put on the Diadem, 
they do not put off the Men. 
And then ir will not ſcem war- 
rantable to involve whole Nations 
in Blood upon a Puniti/io of Ho- 
nour, 
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nour, or for the Glory of their 
own Name, or for Increaſe of 
Territory ; or in a word, for what 
they can get. It wil! nor then 
ſeem lawful to Invade anothcr's 
Dominions , becauſe that Prince is 
weak and unprovided; or to take 
Advantage of Intcſtine Diviſions , 
or the Minority of the Prince, or 
the Corruption of his Miniſters , 
or other Difficulties he Iabours 
under. For whoſocver looks home 
will readily acknowledge, That 
he would not be ſo dcalt with 
himſelf, and thercfore ought to 
uſe the ſame Meaſure towards o- 
thers. For (though Inter arma /- 


lent Leges, yet) the Court of 


Conſcience is always open , E- 
quity hath no Non-Term , writ- 
ten Laws may be. interrupted , 
bur this Lex non ſcripta ſed nata is 
always of forcc. 
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It is faid the Turks , before 
they ingage in a War, are wont 
to conſulr their great Mufti or 
Hiih-Prieft about the lawtulneſs 
of the Enterpriſe. And the Pa- 
gans of old uſed ſolemnly to ad- 
viſe with their Oracles in- ſuch 
Caſes : And even amonglt Chri- 
ſlians a Conſecrared Sword , or 
an Hallowed Baanecr from the chief 
Pontiff , uſes to incourage the Ex- 
pedirion. But without that Cere- 
mony and Pomp , here is an O- 
racic in our own Breaſt , which if 
Men would conſult ingenuouſly , 
it would for the molt part difſuade 
the War or it it did not,it would 
marvellouſly rend to ſucceed the 
Proſecution. It would (I fay) or- 
Ginarily be like to Socrates his 
Genius or Good Angel , which was 
obſerved by himlelt generally co 
Caution and Reſtrain him , bur 
ſeldom or. never to prompt or in- 
flame him. Which, I remember 


Tully 
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Tully faith. is no more than the 
conſtant Genius of every Wilc 
man. 


And if it ſhall happen that 
Wars be undertaken without ask- 
ing the Counſcl of this Oracle , 
(as too commonly they are ) and 
withal be ſucceſsful roo , ( which 
frequently they are not) yet the 
Injuſtice will blemiſh the Glory 
of the Vidtory : For even among(t 
the Romans, nothing more frequent 
in their own Hiſtories, than to lay 
a Blot upon ſuch Archievcments. 
So Florus leaves upon Record, Cre- 
tici Belli nullam aliam fuiſſe Cau- 
fam, quam Notilis Inſulg * acquiren- 
de cupiditatem: It was Covetouſ” 
nels , and not Juſtice, that moved 
that War. And to the fame pur- 
poſe Ammianus Marcellinus , {peak- 
ing of the Enterprize upon Cyprus, 
faith, Cypram inſulam avide mais, 
quam "aft Populum Romanum inrvaſiſſe. 
And to name no more, Petronius 
Arbiter 
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* Arbiter hath blaſted almoſt all 


the Glory of the Roman Arms in 


theſe few words; 


$1 quis ſinus abditus ultra, 
$i qua foret Tellus que fulvum mit- 
Feret axarum, 


Hoſtis erat, &c. 


! So that it ſeems, even amongſt 
' that graſping and warlike Nation , 
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there was an apprehenſion of the 
Obligation of Equity and Juſtice 
towards other People, and that 
they did not think that eyery thing 
was lawful to him that had 'the 
longeſt Sword. And therefore 
though this apprehenſion was not 
always ſufficient to reſtrain their 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition , yerit 
ought to have done, and ſhamed 
them when it did nor. 


But Secondly, If Princes and 
great States be not to be reſtrain- 
ed by this Law, and Force muſt 


be 
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be the Ratio ultima Regum, yet | 
ſure amongſt private Perſons it * 
may be atrended to, and be of © 


Authority enough to ſuppreſs Du- 
els, and the ſhedding of the Blood 
of Wa# in Peace, as the Scripturc 
calls it : which is the moſt Savage 


_ TORT 


and Belluine Cuſtom that can be 


imagined , and ſo much worſe than 
War it ſelf, in that that hath ſome 
excuſe.,, ( as I intimated before ) 
viz, becauſe between Soveraign 
Princes there is no Superiour 
Court to Appcal to for Juſtice ; 
whereas in this Caſe there is a 
Remedy in Human Judicatures : 
Bur eſpecially it is intolcrable that 
the Lite of my Neighbour , and 
my own too, ſhould be put upon 
the Point of the Sword, on the 
ſlighteſt Provocations, for a con- 
rumelious Expreſſion which a Wiſe 
man would deſpiſe ; nay, ir may 
be, for a meer raſh Word, or a 
Jeſt , which a great minded Man 
would not think worth his Ani- 
madycrlion. 
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madverſion. Now if Men conſul- 
ted their own Reaſon, er Conſci- 
ence , or any thing, but meerly 
their | Brutiſh Paſſion in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, would they not make Al- 
lowance for ſuch Follies and In- 
advertencies in others ? ſince they 
are not exempted from them, them- 
ſelves : Would they be contented 
to anſwer with their Lives for e- 
very Indiſcretion they have been 
Guilty - of ? If they can be ſo con- 
rent , they are unworthy of Life 
who value ir at fo mean a rate: 
If they cannot, they confeſs them- 
ſelves to proceed unjuſtly. But 
aboye all , why ſhould not a Man 
in ſuch a Caſe rake his Meaſures 
from - the fifth Particular in the 
Explication of this Rule, and take 
a Chriſtian and a Noble Revenge 
indeed; that is, Why ſhould he 
not - forgive the Injury , and fo be 
aboye his Adverlary 2 the other 
way, at beſt, I pur my ſelf but 
upon the Level with him ;. bur 
D here 
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here I place my ſelf aboye him, 
and triumph over him. Why 
ſhould 1 not oblize him by Kind- 
nels, and heap Coals of Fire 
on his Head, and rather , like a 
brave Chriſtian , do that which 
I with he had done to me; than 
like a Beaſt , hurc him becauſe he 
hath hurt me 2 


Thirdly, The Application of 
this Rule to our Praftifes, would 
rend very much to the preventi- 
on of another Evil, not much in- 
feriour to either of the former , 
namely Law-Suits, which in truth 
are but anorhcr kind of War, 
and are uſually managed with as 
much Malice and Rancour as War 
it ſelf. Certainly rhey are a great 
Reproach ro Chriſtendom , and to 
this Nation in particular. It is an 
unhappy Obſervation ( of ſome 
Body ) That what the Moors ſpend 
at the Jollities of their Weddings , 
the Jews at the Solemnity of their 
. Paſſover, 
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Paſſover, that and more the Chri- 
ftians expend in Law-Suits. And 
it is verily thought that the whole 
Expence of Law in Frg/and, is e- 
qual to the Charge 'of a Foreign 
War. Bur it is not only the Ex-_. 
pence of Mony that is deplora- 
ble in rhis Caſe, bur the imbroy- 
ling Mens Spirits, the inflamin 
their Paſlions , the hinderance yo. 
ſcandal ro Religion, and the in- 
tailing of Quarrels upon Poſterity. 
Now it theſe things were fatally 
neceſſary and unavoidable, it were 
in vain to complain and aggravate 
che matter ; bur there is a Reme- 
dy at hand, if we would make 
ule of it: Time hath been when 
it was otherwiſe, and therefore 
ir may be ſo again. What ( faith 
the Apoſtle x Cor. 6. 5. ) is there 
not a Wiſe man amongſt you ? no 
not one that fhall be able to judge 
between his Brethren ? Burt eſpeci- 
ally is there no ſuch thing as 
Gonſcience of Equity > Haye we 
D 2 nor 
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not a Judge within us? Is not 
this Law before us fufficient to 
determine our Quarrcls> Let but 
the Plaintiff put himſelf in the 
Caſe of the Defendant , and the 
Defendant ſuppoſe himſelf in the 
place of the Plaintiff, and both 
ſhall caſily ſee what is fir to be 
done , and Matters will be amica- 
bly compoſed. 


Fourthly , The Obſervation of 
this Rule would as well advance 
the Intereſt and Reputation of the 
Chriſtian Church, as the Quier 
of the World ; for it would art 
once both prevent moſt of thoſe 
Sceverities that Chriſtians too fre- 
quently uſe one towards another 
upon the account of Religion, and 
alſo pur a ſtop ro the Clamours 
upon that Occaſion. It is undeni- 
ably true, That yery hard things 
have been done upon the Score of 
Propagating or Preſerving the Truth 
and Purity of Religion. And it is 
as 
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as true, That very great Noiſes 
and Complaints have been made 
of Perſecution, when perhaps there 
hath been no juſt Cauſe for ir. 
And there is hardly to be found 
any great Party of Men that can 
clearly waſh their Hands of both 
theſe Miſcarriages, and few that 
can quit themſelves of cither of 
them : For ir hath too ordinarily 
happened , That the ſame Perſons 
who haye at one time been too 
unchriſtianly harſh toward others, 
have at another time been as 
blameably too tender and ſenſible 
when the Tyde hath been turned, 
and it is become their own Cale: 
Forgetting in the former Inſtance 
to do as they would be done un- 
ro; and not conſidering in the o- 
ther Inſtance, 'That if what they 
did before was juſt towards o- 
thers , it ought not to be Matter 
of Complaint when it comes home 
ro themlclyes. 
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There is no doubt bur there is 
a vaſt difference between theſe 
two things, and that it is far ber- 
ter to complain unjuſtly, than to 
do cruelly ; yet neither are to be 
excuſed : For as by the former,viz. 
Exclaiming of Perſccution without 
juſt Ground, not only a general 
Odium is kindicd againſt thoſe that 
out of Zcal purſue thoſe ſevere 
Methods ; bur oftentimes rhe State 
and Civil Government is indan- 
ger d by the Flames kindled there- 
upon : So-by the latter , (I mean 
Perſecution propcrly ſo called ) 
Religion it ſelf is made odious , 
and loſes its principal Glory of 
being Rational , and commending 
it ſelf by its own Light ; and Men 
are tempred to ſuſpect that to be 
deſtitute of good proof, which 
needs to be ſupported by Force, 
and (fo like Colours in the dark) 
all Religions are alike, when the 
uſe of Rcaſon is laid aſide , and 
| Force 
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Force ſupplies the room of ir. And 
conſequently all ſtudy and ingenu- 
ous ways of improving Mens minds 
are ſuperſeded ; for where it is be- 
come the faſhion to knock Men on 
the Head that wi!l not be Con- 
verted , it will not ſeem worth the 
while to take the pains to convince 
them. And in thort, the very tem- 
per of Religion it ſcif, will in time 
be ſupplanted , and only a dull 
{ottiſh Compliance upon implicit 
Faith, and a formal Hypocriſie 
ſucceed in rhe room of it. 


But now ( as I faid ) both rheſe 
Miſchiefs may be avoided by a due 
Application of the Maxim betore 
us : For on the one fide, As for 
thoſe blind Zealots that arc al- 
ways molt fierce and forward in 
Perſecution , though rhey have lir- 
tle or no Conſcience, yer they can- 
not be without this Principle of 
Self-loye ; and though they have 
not Judgment to difcern the difle- 
D 4 rence 
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rence of things, yet they may turn 
the Tables and change the Scale, 
and ſee haw things look on both 
ſides. 


As for Example ; I would fain 
have another Man be of my Opi- 
nion , yet ſure it will not look 
well to knock him on the Head if 
he be not : For, turning the Tables, 
I find that I would not be fo dealt 
with in the like Caſe: Eſpecially 
ſeeing he is a Man, and I am no 
more ; and conſequently I am no 
more infallible than he is; and 
therefore he hath as much right to 
perſccute me into his Opinion , as 
I have to force him into mine. 


Or ſuppoſe I would be glad that 
the way I am of, ſhould be in- 
couraged, and the contrary dil 
couraged , but however it will not 
be fit to ſtarve all thoſe that dif: 
ſent from it; for I ſhould think it 
great Cruelty to be ſo dealt with my 
ſelf, But 
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But it may be, the way I am 
; of, is that which hath publick Al- 
, lowance, and is reputed the moſt 
; Orthodox: yet if I look into my 
' elf, I find that IT cannot be of 
what Opinion I will : And if it was 
my Fortune to be Heterodox , I 
ſhould think it hard to be rackt up 


to the Publick Standard ; therefore” 


ſuch Uſage cannor be equal towards 
other Men. 


But perhaps ſome Man will fay, 
Are then all Opinions alike? Is 
there no Advantage to be given to 
Truth above Errour ? Is not the one 
' to be propagated with all our 

might, and the other ro be as 
carefully ſuppreſſed? I anſwer , 
Yes doubrleſs , there is a very dif- 
ferent treatment due to Truth than 
to Errour, provided we be ſure 
which is which. For otherwiſe,one 
Man is apt to be as confident of 
his Perſwaſion, as another Man can 
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be of his ; therefore it is fit that 
Infallible Wiſdom ſhould derter- 
mine berween them , and that can 
be no otherwiſe done than by the 
plain and expreſs Letter of Holy 
Scriprure. Without this Umpirage 
we may indulge our own Fancies 
and Paſſions under a Notion of 
Zeal of God and Truth. But if 
there be plain and expreſs Scripture 
in the Caſe , then ( though it al- 
ways becomes a Chriſtian to in- 
cline to the fide of Tendernels and 
Mercy, yet) for my part (till I am 
bettcr informed ) 1 ſhall not call it 
Perſecution to make a preat diffc- 
rence in the Countenance and In- 

couragement I give to that which is 
ſo warranted. And if this was not 
true,then it would follow that when- 

{oever I mcet with any Severities 
made uſe of in the Holy Scripture in 
the Caſe of Religion ( of which we 
have frequent Inſtances in the Old 
Teſtament eſpecially) 1 muſt call 
that allo a Culpable Perſecution : 
which 
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which I am ſure I ought not to do, 
Bar if it come to this Point, and all 


| Perſecution be ſtoprt, but where the 
\ Truth is defined expreſly by God 


himſelf , the firſt Miſchief is cured 
( for ought I know) as far as it 
ought to be. 


On the other ſide , as for thoſe 


' querulous Perſons who are apt to 
complain before they art hurt, and. 
| to ſcandalize the Laws, and refle& 


on their Governours , under the 
Notion of Perſecution, their Noiſe 
would be ſtilled if they attended 
to this Rule of Equity , and doing 
as they would be done to. Ir is 


true, | would have my Conſcience 


ro my ſelf, and think it horribly 
tyrannical , that any Body ſhould 
impoſe upon me to believe as he 


pleaſes. Bur on the other fide, It 
| I muſt have my own Opinion , 
' muſt I havemy Will roo? Muſt 1 
| be uppermoſt in the State? and be 


put in Power and Authority equal 
with 
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with other Men, or elſe I am 
perſecuted? Nay, muſt I not- only 


enjoy my own Conſcience , but | 
atiront other Mens, or elſe I am | 
rigorouſly dealt with ? Muſt Ihave | 


liberty ro ſcorn and blaſpheme an- 
other Religion, or elſe I am not 
ſuffered comfortably to enjoy my 
own? In a word, Is my Birthright 
violated , and my Natural Liberty 
of chooſing my own Religion in- 
fringed, if the Publick Religion of 


the Country, and that which is þ 


eſtabliſhed by the Laws, be in- 


couraged by the Advantages of 


Publick Maintenance ? Surely theſe 
are very extravagant ColleQions , 
and any Man that turns the Ta- 
bles, will eafily diſcern rhem to be 
{o, and to contain more of Humour 
than Conſcience; for whatſoever 
Allowance I ought to make in fa- 
vour of Liberty and Conſcience , 
yer reflecting upon my {elf impar- 
tially, I am certain tnat it my 
Religion was the Publick Eſtabliſh- 
ment, 
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ment, I ſhould think ſomewhar the 
more reſpe&t due ro” it upon that 
account: And if I was then in Au- 
thority (though I would deprive no 
man of his Natural Rights for nor 
complying with the Publick Opis 
nion, yet) 1 would be ſure to in- 
courage and prefer thoſe that 
thought and profeſſed as I did ; 
nay , it may be I ſhould proceed 
{o far, as to put ſome Mark of di- 
ſtintion upon thoſe that did not 


- ſo. And I ſhould be fo far from 


pulling down thoſe Fences or Outs 
works which the Wiſdom of my 
Anceſtors had provided for the Se 
curity of that Religion which [ 
was perſwaded was the Truth, 
that I would not ſtick to reſtrain 
( by ſome fit Puniſhments) thoſe 
Inſolent People who could not be 
content with their own Liberty, 
without affronting mine and the 
eſtabliſh Religion. And all this I 
ſhould not doubt to do withour 


incurring the odious Name of a 
Perſecutor. 
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Perſecutor. And therefore ſince I | 


ſhould think it lawful. to do all 
this , were the Caſe my own, v/z. 


That I was on the advantage | 
Ground , and had the Laws on | 


my fide : I cannot with any co- 
lour of Reaſon complain if thus 
much , and no more, be done 
to me when I am on the wrong 
ſide of the Hedge, and maintain 
only a priyate and diſallowed O- 
pinion. 


Again Fifthly , The framing of 
our ſelves by this Rule of doing 
as, &c. would produce another 
Temper and Spirit than is com- 
monly ſcen in the Age we live 
in, eſpecially in the mapaging of 
Diſputes and Controverſies in Re- 
ligion , whether by way of pri- 
vate Conference , er publick Wri- 
rings. The Hears and Paſlions, 
the Taunts and Scorns, and 
Conrumclious Treatments of one 
another in theſe Afﬀairs, are ſcan- 
dalous 
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I | dalous to a Proverb, Odium Theolo- 


gorum. Men -not only fill up the 
void Places or Intervals of their 


> | Diſcourſes with Reproaches , but 


| blor borh fides of their Paper with 


ſuch filrhy ſtuff. 


Now I will not only ſay that 
this Carriage is utterly unbecom- 
ing Chriſtianity , which requires 
and produces ( wherever it prevails 
eftectually ) the moſt Mild, Inno- 
cent, and Dove-like Temper: Nor 
will I fay only that this kind. of 
Management is moſt peculiarly un- 
decent in fo grave and ſolemn an 
Aﬀair as Religion is: Bux thar 
which I would ſay is, That who- 
ſoever conſults his own Breaſt , 
would never be guilty of this 
Fault rowards any fort of men, 
ſince he will find there , That he 
would not be dealr with fo him- 
ſelf. I know my Adverſary thinks 
otherwiſe than I do ; but why may 
not he think as well as I; or 
how 
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how far do I differ from him , 
more than he doth from me? I 
am content therefore he ſhould 


urge me with his Reaſons, becauſe | 


I would do ſo by him: Bur in- 
ſtead of hard Arguments, I would 
not have him pelt me with hard 
Words ; and therefore I ought not 
to do fo by him. Let him ſtick 
upon the Merits of the Caule , 
but not blemiſh my Perſon or 
Reputation. I rake it to be a 
ſign a Man is deſtitute of good 
Proofs, when furor arma miniſtrat, 
and when Paſſion ſupplies the 
place of Reaſon; and if it be ſo in 
another, it is no better in me. 
I will not therefore make uſe of 
contemptuous RefleRions, fly Inſi- 
nuations, malicious Innuendo's , 
witty Sarcaſms againſt him, be- 
cauſe I think it both abſurd and 
unjuſt that he ſhould do fo againſt 
me. And beſides , I conſider that 
if my Cauſe be good ; I ſhall not 
need to relort to ſuch Artifices ; 
an 
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and if it be bad, this Courſe will 


not mend ir, but rather make my 
Temper appear as bad as my 
Caule. 


Bur that which I peculiarly aim 
at in this place, is, (if ir were 
poſſible) to repreſs the odious 
Impuration of Hereſic to one an- 
other , in Diſputations , which yet 
is the uſual Complement that 
paſles in ſuch Caſes. I] remember 
it was the ſaying of S. Ferem, In 
crimine Hgereſeus neminem vols eſſe 
patientem. He lookt upon the 
Charge of Hereſie to be ſo horrid ' 
and deadly a Stab , that it would 
rempt the Patience of a Saint. 
Now if no Man can, or, ( as the 
holy Man thought ) ought to bear 
it ; for the {ame Reaſon, and much 
more, no man ought {fo liberally 
to beſtow ir, as is commonly done. 
Beſides that , Hereſie- in the very 
Notion of it implies Contumacy 
and Stubbornneſs added to Errour, 
E and 
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and if any man can find in his 
heart to upbraid another with his 
Errours , ( which may be invo- 
luncary ) yet it is ſure hard to 
know. his heart, ſo as to pro- 
nounce peremptorily that he is 
Self-condemned , and fins againſt 
his own Conſcience. Ar leaſt , I 
would think it very diſingenuous 
for any man to judge ſo of me, 
and therefore I ought nor raſhly to 
pronounce ſo of him. 


Moreover Sixthly, The practiſe 
of this way of RefleQion, and ra- 
king an © Eſtimate of other men by 
our ſelves , would prevent Heart- 
burnings , Jealouſies, and Suſpici- 
ons , which are the Seed-plor of 
moſt of the Miſchiets amongſt 
Mankind , and the very Bane of 
Human Society : For it is bur 
looking inward, and I find that 
I think it juſt that a fair and 
candid Interpretation be made of 
my Actions; I conceive my ſelf 
ro 
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to be ill dealt with, if I be thought 
ro intend contrary to my Pretenſi- 
ons ; nay if there be any thing 
dark and doubtful in the Caſe, I 
expect ſo much Charity from men, 
as that they think the beſt rhar 
can be made of it, till the Truth 
appears. 


Therefore if I will be true to 
my own Principles , and impartial 
rowards others, it is manifeſt that 
after this manner I ſhould interpret 
other mens Thoughts and Actions : 
Not judge the Tree to be bad 
when I ſe the Fruit good : Not 
cenſure a man for 'an Hypocrite , 
meerly becauſe he looks like a 
Saint; not pronounce of mens 
hearts 'in a dire& Contrariety to 
their Words and Actions. In a 
word , not to ſubvert all the Foun- 
dations of Friendſhip, and to Poiſon 
Society by ill Surmizes. 


E 2 Upon 
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Upon this Occaſion I remem- 
ber a remarkable Caſe berween the 
Pagans and the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans. It was the Cuſtom of thoſe 
ar men to hold their Aſſemblics 
or Religion very privately, and 
for the moſt part by night; . upon 
this Occaſion there. was a Jcalouſic 
raiſed amongſt the Pagans, that 
ſumething or other was done in 
choſe No@turnal Mectings which 
would not indure the Light: and 
in a little while this Suſpicion was 
improved into a common Fame , 
That theſe Chriſtians in thoſe 
Clandeſtine Aſſemblies, were wont 
to murder an innocent Infant , 
and then to cat his Fleſh and drink 
his Blood amongſt them, as the 
Solemn Rite of their Confederati- 
on in that Religion. Now this 
groundleſs Scandal thoſe Primitive 
Chriſtians quit themſelves of, by 
appcaling to the Common Senſe 
of Human Narure , and this Rule 


of 
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of Equity which we are all this 
while conſidering ; and in their 
Apologies make uſe of this Di- 
lemma : Could you Pagans find in 
your hearts to perpetrate ſo horrid 
a Villany under the pretence «f 
Religion , as you accuſe us of 2 If 
you could , you condemn your [efves 
of Barbariſm and Cruelty beyond 
the rate of Mankind: But if ye 
conld not , then you are as ex- 
. treamly unjuſt in ſuſpeiting us (with- 
out Ground) of Leing Guilty of 
that which is ſo abhorreat to Human 
Natare. 


But there is one thing more I 
would have conſidered under this 
Head; namely , Whether the ar- 
tending to this Rule would not 
prevent Sedition in the Stare, as 
well as evil Thoughts amongſt 
private Perſons? Ir is certain, all 
Tumults and Rebellions begin ' in 
Jealouſies of the Defigns of Go- 
vernours, and thence proceed to 
E 3 In- 
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Infolencies and Contemptuous Car- 
riage rowards the Government it 
ſelf; and then when men are in- 
gaged ſo far, they ſtick at no- 
thing which may tend to the 
Ruin and Subverſion of that which 
they have both already condem- 
ned-in their thoughts, and render'd 
themſelves obnoxious too. Now 
would ſuch men be fo ingennous , as 
in the firſt place to make Allowance 


for ſuch Human Infirmities in Ma- : 


iſtrates , as (conſulting their own 
Boſoms) they muſt needs acknow- 
ledge themſelves not to be ex- 
empted from; and be ſo candid 
as to think no worſe of other 
mens Defigns ( till the contrary 
appears) than they would have 
rhought of their own : And then 
efpecially would they (as I have 
often faid ) turn the Tables , and 
ſuppoſe themſelves for a while in 
the place of their Governours, they 
would then eafily conclude, That 
it was not ingenuous ro make 
crols- 
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croſ5-grain'd and peryerſe Interpre- 
tations of all dark and doubtful 
Paſſages : Foraſmuch as every man 
of any Senſe knows , that if he 
was in Publick Authority, he 
ſhould and muſt do ſeveral things, 
upon the Intereſt of Government, 
which he ought not preſently ro 
make every Body privy to the 
Reaſons of, and yer he would 
think it unjuſt to be malapertly 
cenſured for them. And the fame 
man ( be he who he will) in thoſe 
Circumſtances, would nor allow 
that every private Caprichio and 
perverſe Fancy ſhould confront pyb- 
lick Order ; but would expe that 
whilſt he ſuſtain'd that part, ſome 
Veneration ſhould be uſed towards 
his Perſon for the ſake of the Cha- 
rater he bears, and that Obedi- 
ence be yielded to all his ( not 
unlawful ) Injunctions. And there- 
fore by the Rule of Equity eve- 
ry ſuch Perſon is. bound, being a 
priyate man, to carry himſelf with 
E 4 the 
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the like regard towards thoſe that 
are his Superiours. And thus ( as 
I faid) the Sceds of Sedition and 


Rebellion would be nipt in the 
Bud. 


Again Seventhly , The due con- 
ſideration of this Maxim would 
cure that ill-naturd Humour of 
rubbing up old Sores, and up- 


braiding one another with former 


Follies and Milcarriages : A Cu- 
ſtom it is equally-'rife and mi 
chievous, and | know nor whe- 
ther more uncharitable or impru- 
dent, whether morc fatally oh- 
ſtruting the Retormation of 0- 
thers, or more improvidently re- 
bounding upon thoſe that practiſe 
It, 


It is in the firſt place very dilſ- 
ingenuous to reproach men for 
choſe Follies they have our-grown, 
and to upbraid them with rhoſe 
Sins they have repented of _ 
or- 
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forſaken. It is hard that'no Time nor 
Merit ſhould cftace Human MiCf 
carriages! That mortal and ſinful 
men ſhould never forgive one ano- 
ther, who every day nced for- 
givencls of God Almighty : That 
Men ſhould find pleafure to rake 
in the Wounds of their Brethren | 
And it is that which almoſt invin- 
cibly rempts men to continue evil 
when they are brought to deſpair 
of ever being believed to be good ; 
for what Engine hath cicher God 
or Man ever found out ro mend 
the ſtate of - the World , other 
than that of Hope , the force of 
which is everlaſtingly defeated by 
this malicious Treatmeng of rub- 
bing the old Sore , and keeping it 
perpetually. bleeding; when Sor: 
row ſhall not be allowed to co- 
ver mens ſhame , nor” Repentance 
be ſufficient ro draw a Veil over 
paſt Follies. And zt infallibly pro- 
yokes Requital with a Vengeance ; 
for ſeeing nothing is more n__ 

an 
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and ſenſible than this Point of Re- 
putation , there is no doubt but 
thoſe who find they ſhall be ad- 
mitred to no Propitiation , will 
indeayour to extenuate their own 
Guilt by rendring others as black 
as themſelves, and being debarred 
the moſt narura! and human way 
of  Satisfation , will right them- 
ſelves upon ſuch implacable men 
by way of Repriſal. And who is 
there that hath not Spots enough, 
if Envy pry into them, and whoſe 
Blemiſhes will not look hideouſly if 
Malice ſurvey them? And who 
will not ſeem. an ugly Monſter 
if he be not only placed in a 
bad Light, bur his Pidture be 
drawn by ill Nature in Gall and 
Soot ? And who is there ſo de- 
ſtirute of rheſe Inſtruments of Re- 
venge , if Deſpair put him upon 
doing his worſt? Who is there 
that hath not been miſtaken in 
his Youth? Who hath not been 
rempted , furprized , abuſed one 
time 
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time or other > Who hath not had 
his Prejudices of Education ,' or 
been overſeen in the management 
of himſelf 2 Who hath not been 
oyer-reacht and impoſed upon by 
cunning men , or not confounded 
by the ſeveral Traverſes of State 
and Revolutions of the Workd ? 
So that if ir muſt be the way 
of the World everlaſtingly to bla- 
zon one anothers Follies , it will 
come to paſs that he thar is beſt 
conceited of himſelf, will find he 
muſt fall in his value , and that 
he will not paſs current at the 
Rate he ſers upon himſelf. Bur 
eg ir will happen that he, 
who to oftentate his own- Inno- 
cency , is continually pointing at 
the Failings of others, will find in 
his Accounts , That he hath been 
as improvident for himſelf, as he 
was incxorable towards others. 


Burt 
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But that which I am obliged 
to obſcrve in this Caſe, and that 
in order te the Cure of this Di- 
ſtemper, is only the plain Inju- 
ſtice and Unequality of this way 
of procceding, even upon the 
Principles of every man's own 
heart, for it is indubitable that 
every man would be deſirous 
that his blind ſide ſhould be con- 
ccaled, that a Veil ſhould be 
drawn over his Blemiſhes , and that 
an: At of Oblivion ſhould paſs 
upon his former - Miſcarriages; and 
beſides, he thinks it very unjuſt 
that other men. ſhould repreſent 
him by. the Follies: he. hath our- 
grown , and charge him with the 
Opinions he hath abandoned , or 
upbftaid him with the Actions he 
hatly repented of ; -And he would 
be taken for what he is , and not 
what he was. . Therefore upon the 
Ru'e of Equity, thus ſhould it be 
done by every Man towards his 
Neighbour. 

Eighthly 
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Fighthly and Laſtly, and to 
conclude this Point : The ſtudy- 
ing of this one Aphoriſm ('of- do- 
ing as we would be done 'by ) 
would prevent all the Frauds, 
Cheatings, and Oppreſſions that 
are ſo great an Evil to the World, 
and which are otherwiſe ſcarcely 
to be Cured or Reſtrained by all 
the Laws, Judicatories, and Pu- 
niſkments that men can deviſe; 
for this defincs them, detets , 
convicts , condemns , and ſhames 
them at a Bar which no | man 
can Appeal from , or Except a- 
gainſt., In Human Judicatories 
men may hope to conceal their 
Miſcarriages, or to excuſe , or to 
palliate, or to out-face them ; ei- 
ther by defet of Evidence to e- 
ſcape the Trial , or by the Ad- 
yantage of Wit or Mony, or Pow- 
er or Friends, to elude the Judg- 
ment ; ſome Caſes the Law can- 
not reach , or the Witneſſes can- 
not 
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not depoſe and ſwear home to 
the Point , or the Jury cannot 
penetrate into the Myſtery of the 
Buſineſs : But here guid prodeſt non 
habere Conſcium , habem!i Conſcien- 
tiam > There will want no Wit- 
neſſes , no Inqueſt , no Judge, -bur 
a mans own ſelf ; and he that is 
faulty , his own Heart ſhall up- 
braid him, for debauching his own 
Principles, and his Countenance 
ſhall fall, and his Spirit fink under 
the Sentence. . 


No man that Conſults this O- 
racle will find in his heart to op- 
preſs his Neighbour by Power and 
Iatereſt, or vex him with Law- 
Suits, or undermine him by Fraud, 
or over-reach him by Tricks of 
Wir, or make advantage of the 
Weakneſs , Simplicity , Neceſlity , 
or Security of his Neighbour. 
No man's Table will be made a 
Snare to him ; no man will flat- 
ter his Friend to circumyent him , 
or 
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or make uſe of Summum Jus, and 
the rigour of Laws to Ruin his 
very Enemy; or if he do, this 
Court of Equity within him will 
reverſe the Proceedings, and {e- 
verely revenge the Contempt of 
its Authority. This Principle (1 
ſay ) of Selt-love which ſticks cloſe 
to our Natures , and is always be- 
fore our Eyes, if it be but ap- 
plyed to the Caſe of other men , 
afrer the manner we have ex- 


preſt , will determine us to juſt. 


and righteous, to fair and candid, 
and ingenuous Dealings: For what- 
foever I would not that others 
ſhould do ro me, that I muſt not 
do towards them. And ſo much 
for that. 


Fifthly, I come now in the laſt 
place , and for a Concluſion of 
all, to Repreſent ſome of the 
happy Advantages of purſu- 
ing this Rule, as ſo many 
Metives to the careful obſer- 
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wance of it, - And out of ma: 
ny of this kind that lie obvi- 
ous to my thourhts, I will 


only ſeleft theſe three follow- 
mg. 


1. Though it be true (as I have 
noted before ) That this Maxim is 
not properly a Rule of Religion 
or Devotien towards God , bur 
only the Meaſure of the Second 
Table, yer it is of ſo preat Re: 
putation and Authority, that it 
gives the Publick Stamp and Va- 
lue ro Piety and Devotion it ſelf, 
foraſmuch as without there be a 
conſpicuous regard to this Rule in 
our intercourſe with men, the moſt 
glorious pretences of Piety to- 
wards God, fignifie nothing either 
with God or Men. A mighty 
Zeal in diſputing and contending 
about Opinions, without regard 
ro Equity, and Juſtice , and Mers 
cy, is bur a kind of Religious 
Knight-Erranty, and Men encounter 
only 
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only Windmills and Pageants , 
they neither Honour God , nor 
Profit the World, nor gain Re- 
putation to themſelves: Nay, 1 
think ſuch Zeal will not be much 
undervalued, if it be reſembled 
to Solomon's doting Expeditions , 
when he made long Voiages for 
Apes and Peacocks. To be won- 
derfully devour in a peculiar 
Form or Mode of "Worſhip, with- 
out Honeſty and Ingenuity in our 
Dealings with Men, will be Iookt 
upon as the Hypocritical acting 
of a Part, or art beſt as being 
bigotted to a certain Mode with- 
out any true Notion or Senſe of 
Religion. In a word , To make 
the moſt glorious Profeſſion , and 
to eſpouſe the precileſt Set and 
Party , without an equal regard 
to this , will at leaſt be looked 
upon as an effe&t of Pride and 
Singularity, and be more than 
{uſpeted as a Cloke for Knave- 
ry. For of all Religions in the 
World, 


Mat.2 ?.2 3. 
Mat. 9.13. 
Jam. 1.27. 


The Golden Rule. 


World , Chriſtianity is that of all 
orher which he can make the 
leaſt pretence to, who Tythes 
M ut, ani Annis, aud Curamin, and 


neglects 


the weightier Matters of 


Faith , Juſtice, and Mercy. Our 
Saviour himſclt hath told us,Thar 
God loves Mercy more than Sacri- 
fice; and 'is better pleaſed with 
our. equitable dealing with - our 
Neighbour , than with the moſt 
coſtly Oblations to himſelt. 'And 
his Apoſtle - $: James declares, 
That pure R2ligion , and undeſiled 
b-\ore Grd aid the Father, us to 
viit the Fatherleſs and Widew in 
their Afiliction, &c. Nay, an Hea- 
then, but an ingenuous Oblerver 


+ of the Genius of the. Chriſtian Re- 


ligion , gives this Account of it , 
Nil wifi juſtum ſuadet © -leve, 
That there was nothing ſo remark- 
able in that Inſtitution, as the Ju- 
ſtice, Mildneſs, Clemency, and E- 
quity it requires of all its  Proſe- 


lyres, 


It 
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It is a memorable Paſſage we 
have in Tertu/lian, one of | the 
ancienteſt Writers in the Chritt- 
an Church, Some of the Heathens 
of that time upbraided the Chri- 
ſtians , That they rook up their 
Religion to ſave Charges, and mace 
choice not of the beſt, bur the 
cheapeit way of Worſhip , For 
( lay they ) you refuſe ro ſacrifice 
to our Gads for no other reajon, 
but to ſpare the coft of the Obla- 
tions , and the Trade and Cuſtoms 
of the Eaſtern Commodities of rich 
Gums and*Spices decays, by your re- 
training to expend them in Tncen{e 
to the Deity , ſo that not on'y Re- 
ligion :s leſs magnificent, but the 
Emperours Exchequer 1s - damnified 
by your frugal way of Dewvition. 
To this Tertu/ian anſwers in the 
Name of the Chriſtians : T7 Is 1ruC, 
we do not evaporate ſo much, of our 
Wealth in the vain Superſtition of 
Odours and Perfumes, but we ſpend 
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more in Ads of Charity towards 
the Poor and Neceſſirous than all 
your Devotion amvunts to ; and this 
we look uhon as a more acceptable 
Sacrifice . and a ſweeter Odeur to 
the Almighty. And befides. we do 
indeed ſpend more of thoſe wery 
Commodities in the Burial and de- 
cent Treating our deceaſed Friends, 
than you do in all your Idelatries, 
And as for the Emperiurs Fxche- 
qu2r , it gains more by our Hone- 
fly and Integrity , and the Conſci- 
ence we mate of Defrauding it, 
than by your laviſh and expenive 
Superſtition , who thus © think to 
Bribz your Gods, that you may be 
allowed to cheat your Prince. 
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Certainly there is nothing hke 
down-right Honeſty - to give Re- 
puration to Religion, infomuch 
that it is not only the moſt po- 
pular Argument in the World to 
recommend it by, bur it is able 
zo perſwade a man to the molt 

im- 
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improbable Doctrine ( otherwiſe ) 
if he could be conyinced that this 
is the Fruir of ic. Bur on the 
other ſide , when men ſhall high- 
ly pretend to Deyotion, and yet 
appcar not only diſingenuous and 
unjuſt , bur unmerciful _ cel, 
and fanguinaty roo , an indiffe- 
rent man will be tempted to be 
of rhat poor Indians mind , who 
would not go ro Heayen when he 
was told that ſach a fort of men 
were there. 


2. The obſervation of this Rule 
is ſo conſiderable , and ſo accefs- 
table with God , that it ſcems to 
be the moſt effteQtual. way to ob- 
tain Succeſs in our Prayers and 
Addreſſes ro him. For it is re- 
markable, that upon that very 
Occaſion this Aphoriſm was deli- 
vered by our Saviour in the fore- 
mentioned place, Matth. 7. where 
when he had ſaid, werſe: 7. Ask 
and it ſhall be given you, &c. and 

F 3 verſe 
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verſe 11. If ye being evil Fnow 
how to g1ve grod Gifts to your Chil- 
dren , how much more ſhall your 
Heavenly Father give good things 
to them that ask him. He there 
immediately adds, Therefore all 
things whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do unto you, do ye e- 
Ven ſo unto them. As if by thoic 
words ( men. do. unto yeu ) he had 
meant (according to the uſual way 
of expreſſion in the Hebrew Tongue) 
indefinitely, and had ſaid , What- 
foever ye would have to be done 
wito you , either from God or Man. 
Or more ar large , as if our Sa- 
viour had ſaid , Do ye to Men as 
yeu defire God ſhould do to you ; 
for by the meaſures you uſe to- 
wards one another , ye do ( upon 
the matter) preſcribe to your ſelves 
what meaſure ye are to exped from 
bim. 
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To this purpoſe it is further 
obſervable, that in our Lord's 
Prayer we are taught to uſe this 
Argument with God Almighty , 
To foreive us our Treſpaſſes, for 
that we forgive them that Treſpaſs 
agaisſt us ; for (faith our Saviour ) 
if ye forgive not Men their Treſ- 
paſſes , neither . will your Fſeaven!y 
Father forgive yours. 


Moreover, Ir 1s yct further 
obſervable , that in the Old Te- 
ſtamenr , particularly Dex. 26. 12. 
God gives. the People of 1ſrael 
warrant to plead with him in 
cheir Addreſſes ; and to challenge 
a Bleſſing from him, upon the 
Condition of their having diſ- 
charged their - part in Juſtice , 
Charity, and Humanity towards 
their Brethren: For thus he ſpeaks, 
When thou haſt made an end of 
thy Tything of the third year , 
and hajt given it to the Stranger, 
F 4 the 
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the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, 
then thou ſhalt plead before the 
Lord , Fc. Look down now from 
thy Habitation , and Bleſs thy Peo- 
ple Iracl. Bur moſt fully and 
expreſly is this ſer out in the 
New Teſtament, Luke 6. 3g. 
where after . our Saviour had ſpe- 
cified {everal Inſtances of Equity 
and Humanity, as Love your E- 
nemies, and do good; Give to him 
that azketh ; Lend ( to men in ne- 
cellity ) looking” for nothing again; 
Be merciful az your Father in 
Heaven 1s merciful ; he adds, Fudze 
not, and ye ſhall not be judged; 
forerue and it ſhall be forgiven 
yeu; Give and it ſhall be given 
to you, good meaſure, preſſed down , 
and ſhaken together. He concludes 
all with the aſſurance of the 
ſucceſs of this Courſe, For with 
the ſame Meaſure that ye mete 
withal , it ſhall be meaſured to you 


a 14h, 


Bur 


The Golden Rule. 


But to conclude all , whatever 
be the Succels or Advantages of 
obſerving this Rule , otherwiſe, a 
man ſhall be ſure to reap the 
Fruit of inward Peace , and Com- 
fort, and Sarisfaftion in ſo doing ; 
n'7 will ic be in the Power of 
Chance, or the Event of Things 
ro diſcompole him ; for whatever 
may happen, or how malicious 
interpretations ſoever may be made 
of a man's Actions, yet whileſt 
he is ſure he hath been true to 
his own Conſcience, and the a- 
foreſaid Principle , he' is not only 
above the Malice and Follies of 
Men , bur above Fear and Suſpi- 
cion of Miſchief to befall him. 
Or if he chance ro meet with ill 
Treatment from Men , he can ca- 
ſily bear it , becauſe he is ſure he 
hath not deſerved ir. So that the 
Retreat into a Man's ſelf is the 
great Refuge from Troubles a- 
broad , and the Reflection upon 
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a Man's Integrity in this great 
Point , is the principal Conſolation 
of Human Lite. 


With this holy Job comforted 
himſelf in his Adverſiry, Fob 29.12. 
T delivered the Poor that cryed, 
and the Fatherleſs . and him that 
had none to help him. The Blef- 
ſing of him that was ready to pe- 
riſh came upon me , and I cauſed 
the Widows heart to fing for joy. 
1 put on Righteouſneſs and it clo- 
thed me , and my Judgment was as 
a Robe and a Diademe, I was Eyes 
to the blind, and Feet was I to 
the lame. 1 was a Father to the 
Poor , and the Caule which I knew 
mot I ſearched out. I brake the 
Faws of the Wicked , and I pluck? 
the Prey ut of his Teeth, Sc. In 
all which chat good Man elegant- 
ly fers forth the grear Supporr 
and Comfort it afforded him now 
in his Adverlity, that he had 
heretofoxe in his Proſperity dealt 
cquitably 
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equitably, and mercifully, and con- 
ſider d other Mens Caſe as his 


Own. 


And after this rate David alſo 


comforts himſelf in his Troubles, 
Pſalm 35.12. They rewarded me e- 
vil for good : But as for me, when 
they were ſick, my Clething was Sack- 
cloth; I behaved my ſelf as if it 
had been my Friend, or my Bro- 
ther ; and then Appeals to God 
hereupon. verſe 24. Judze me, O 
Lord, according to thy Righteouf- 


eſs. 


On the other ſide, it will be an 
horrible Aggravation of our Trou- 
ble when Adverſity befalls us, if 
we ſhall have juſt cauſe to make 
this RefleQtion ; Thus, and thus 7 
dealt with others when I was in 
Proſperity, amd now it is come 
hame to me; I had no ſenſe of E- 
quity and Flumanity towards others 
then , and 1 muſt now juſtly ex- 

pett - 
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pet they will have as little toward 


me. 


Doubtleſs it was no ſmall An- 
guiſh Adonibeſek was under, Judges 
I. 7. When his Guilt exrorted this 
fad Acknowledgment from him , 
Threeſcore and ten Kings having 
their Thumbs and great Toes cut 
off . gather'd their Meat under m 'y 
Table; as I have done, ſo God hath 
requited me : q.d. In my Proſpe- 
rity I was ſo vain and improvi- 
dent , as cither to forget that I 
was bur a Man, or that others 
were ſo too: I neither conſidered 
the paricy of Human Nature, nor 
che murability oft Human Afairs ; 
I was fo ſorriſhly infolent then , 
as to treat my Equals like Dogs, 
and how can I now expect they 
ſhould treat me like a Man ? 
Certainly it was an heavy Ap- 
gravation of Famon's Shame and 
Sufferings ( in tha Book of E/t- 
her ) that he muſt be hanged - 
the 
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the ſame Gallows he had provi- 
ded for the pious, but brow- 
beaten Mordecai, And Perils 
roared moſt hideouſly when he 
was roaſted in the brazen Bull 
which he had deviſed for the 
Torture of others. And to add 
no more Examples of this kind , 
we may ea{ily bethink our ſelves 
what a dreadtul Remorſe and Hor- 
rible Agony of Mind Joſeph's 
Brethren were in, Gene. 42. 21. 
' when they themſelves came ro be 
in ſtraits, and reflet upon their 
former unnatural dealing with 
their Brother , they cry out one 
. to another , We are verily Guilty 
concerning our Brother , in that we 
ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul , when 
he beſought us and we would not 
hear , therefore is this diſtreſs 
come upon us. It is therefore all 
the Wiſdom and Reaſon in the 
World , ſince we know not how 
ſoon ir may be our tarn to be at 
the lower part of the Wheel , to 
temper 
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tem our ſelves with uit 

and + naar whileſt = = 
uppermoſt, according to the Coun- 
ſel of our Saviour, To make us 
Friends of the Mammon of @nrigh- 
teouſneſs ; and then to do to others 
as at another time we would wiſh 
and think fit they ſhould do by us ; 
which was the Point I began with , 
and with which I now make an cnd. 
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